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Foreword

All the part books in this collection contain the melody line plus one of three different harmony
parts. This makes the arrangements very versatile and suitable for many instrument combinations.
The pieces may be performed by a band or orchestra, as well as a multitude of smaller ensembles.
For example, a woodwind choir will work as will a brass choir or string quartet. Duets may be
performed by combining any instruments with parts 1 and 2, and trios may be performed by any
combination of instruments that include parts 1, 2 and 3.

An interesting concert can be performed using the arrangements in this collection by interspersing
full ensemble performances with duets and trios. If your performance venue allows, place the
smaller ensembles at various places around the audience or in a balcony. Using a Nativity story as
narration during or between musical selections will add another interesting aspect to the overall
performance. The Book of Luke, Chapter II works well, as will many other sources.

You may also wish to change the timbre of a particular piece by repeating it several times. Play the
first time with the full ensemble and play the second time as a quartet. The last time, use woodwinds
for a phrase, brass for a phrase and the full ensemble to end. Another way to make longer selections
is by creating medleys. For example, “Jolly Old St. Nicholas,” “Jingle Bells” and “We Wish You a
Merry Christmas” may be performed without pause to create a medley.
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